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Dixon School District misses deadline to form bond oversight panel 
By Ryan McCarthy – March 16, 2017  

DIXON — The superintendent for the Dixon School District apologized to the Solano County 
Taxpayers Association for missing a Monday deadline to form a bond oversight committee after the 
Nov. 8 passage of the $30.4 million Measure Q school bond. 

Brian Dolan, in an email Monday to taxpayers association members, said he failed to get all of the 
pieces in order to meet the deadline. 

“This was not a willful attempt to skirt our responsibility as the need for a citizens oversight committee 
is well-known to us,” Dolan said of the school district. “I won’t go into all of the factors that got us to 
this position, but instead reiterate that the committee will be formed as soon as possible.” 

Dolan did not return messages left on his voice mail Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The superintendent’s page on the school district website states that the Board of Education invites 
community members to apply for the District’s Citizens Oversight Committee. 

State law requires such a committee, the message adds, and the committee’s duties include ensuring 
bond funds are used only for projects listed in the measure and to provide information to the public 
about school bond spending. 

The Little Hoover Commission, an independent state oversight agency based in Sacramento, said in 
a study released last month that oversight of school construction bonds is not taking place for the 
most part. 

Independent training is needed for citizens bond oversight committees created in 2000 when the 
threshold to pass school bond measures in California was reduced from two-thirds to 55 percent, said 
the study released late last month. 

“Bond oversight committees in many communities act simply as cheerleaders for the district, often 
because members simply do not understand their roles or know what actions they can take,” states 
the study, “Borrowed Money: Opportunities for Stronger Bond Oversight.” 

Little Hoover Commission recommendations include requiring school districts in the state to provide a 
minimal budget for oversight committees, with money to hire independent counsel with municipal 
bond expertise. 

Bonds proposed to voters should list projects the money will pay for, the commission also 
recommends. 

Measure Q passed in the Dixon School District with 60.2 percent of the vote. 

Reach Ryan McCarthy at 427-6935 or rmccarthy@dailyrepublic.net. 
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